
        Sen. Simpson is a native of Arkansas and graduated from

Little Rock Central High School in 1963. After graduation from

high school, he enlisted in the United States Navy and served

26 years active duty retiring as a Chief Warrant Officer in 1988.

During his naval career, Sen. Simpson served on nine sea

commands; including a six-month deployment with the

Multinational Peacekeeping Force in Beirut, Lebanon. He

received the Navy Commendation Medal, the Navy

Achievement Medal and numerous other awards and

citations.

      Sen. Simpson’s civilian career involved positions with Kmart,

Dollar General, and Big Lots where he served in facility

management and logistics. He managed the construction of

major distribution centers for all three retailers.

     Sen. Simpson served in the ministry from 2000 to 2016. He has

pastored United Methodist churches in Thackerville, and Gene

Autry, and Mannsville, Oklahoma. He retired from the ministry in

2016.

       He has four daughters, Teresa, Cynthia, Tonya, and Lyn. He

has fifteen grandchildren and twenty and counting great

grandchildren.

       Sen. Simpson is a member of the Military Officers

Association of America, American Legion and Veterans of

Foreign Wars.

       He currently serves as the Chair of both the Veterans and

Military Affairs Committee and the Appropriations

Subcommittee on Health and Human Services. He was named

Vice Chairman of the Veterans and Military Affairs Committee

his first year in the Senate and has served as Chairman since

2012.

       He has served in numerous leadership positions, and

currently serves as Assistant Majority Floor Leader, and serves as

Chair of the Legislative Diabetes Caucus. He served as Senate

Majority Whip from 2014-2018.
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